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chants in the African slave trade. During
the K evolution the British entirely destroyed
the town; it never regained its commercial
leadership. Population, 1930, 27,612.
NEWPORT NEWS, va., in Warwick
County, 12 miles northeast of Norfolk on
Hampton Roads, at the mouth of the James
River, and at the terminus of the Chesapeake
Railroad. It has two interurban lines and a
landing field. This is the "Shipbuilding
City," with huge dry docks and a large force
of workmen. As a center of shipbuilding, a
terminal for a large railroad system and a
link in the group of adjacent cities, all with
large ocean trade, Newport News holds a
strategic position in commerce. Important
institutions are the Huntington Mariners'
Museum, the library, the Federal building,
the Masonic Temple and the courthouse.
In 1880 Collis P. Huntington converted a
fishing village into a metropolis by choosing
it as a deep water terminal for a railroad.
In 1889 he established the shipbuilding and
repair plant. Population, 1930, 34,417.
NEW BED SANDSTONE, the name of a
group of rocks lying between the Carbonif-
erous and the Middle Triassic systems. The
formations are loams, shales and sandstones,
all of which are usually of a reddish color.
The name was given this group to distinguish
it from the Old Red Sandstone group which
lies below the carboniferous rocks. See
cabboniferious system; triassic system.
NEW ROCHELLE, ro skel', N. Y., in
Westchester County, sixteen miles from the
Grand Central station, New York City, on
an arm of Long Island Sound and on the
New York, New Haven & Hartford and the
New York, Westehester & Boston railroads.
It is a residence suburb and has some large
colonial mansions, remaining from the Dutch
and English periods. The old Leland Castle,
which was known for its fine interior decora-
tions, is now occupied by a Catholic seminary.
The city has a well-kept park, a Carnegie
Library and a hospital A monument has
been, erected to the memory of Thomas Paine,
who had his home here for several years.
The place was settled in 1687 by Huguenots,
some of whom were natives of La Iloehelle,
France. Population, 1930, 54,000.
NEW SOUTH WALES, a southeastern
state of the Commonwealth of Australia, the
most populous, though not the largest, of tae
Australian group. With an area of 309r
4*60 square miles* it is about one-tenth the
 size of the Commonwealth, and one-third as
large as West Australia, the state of great-
est area. At the census of 1931 it had a
population of 2,600,428. New South Wales is
bounded on the north by Queensland, on the
east by the Pacific Ocean, on the south by
Victoria and on the west by West Australia.
Sydney, the capital, including- suburbs, is
the third largest city south of the equator.
Physical Features. Near the coast, in an
irregular chain, runs the range of mountains
which is known as the Great Dividing Range.
This chain is called in the northern part of
New South Wales the New England Range;
in the center, the Blue Mountains, and in
the south, the Australian Alps. The Blue
Mountains especially, are very rugged and
much broken up by canyons and gorges. To
the east of these mountains is a generally
fertile strip, which is watered by a number
of short, rapid rivers. West of the moun-
tains is a great plateau, which at places is
of a semi-desert character. The chief rivers
of New South Wales, besides the Murray,
which forms the southern boundary, are the
Darling, the Murrumbidgee and the Lachlan.
On the whole, the climate of New South
Wales is healthful, but the range of latitude
causes variations of temperature. In the
north the climate is well-nigh tropical, and
at places on the interior plains the tempera-
tures rises at times to 130°. The temperature
of the coast is much lower. The average
rainfall on the coast is about fifty inches,
while in the interior it is generally less than
twenty inches and in places only ten inches.
Resources, New South Wales has rich
mineral resources. Coal fields extend over
an immense area, and the total production
of the mines is over 8,000,000 tons a year.
Copper ore of the richest quality has been
found in great abundance, and the annual
output has passed 6,000 tons. Tin exists in.
large quantities, and iron is very generally
distributed. Gold was discovered in 1851,
and the total output of gold from that date
to the present is about 17,000,000 ounces.
The annual silver production is over 2,800,-
000 ounces. Zinc and lead are mined.
The scarcity of water renders much of the
surface far better adapted for pasturage
than for agricultural purposes, though where
the necessary moisture is present, heavy
crops are raised. The chief products are
wheat, maize, oats, barley, potatoes, hay and
sugar cane, and vines and fruits of various

